
 

 

Winter 2009 

Cobscook Currents 
News from the Cobscook Community Learning Center 

“When will the pies be ready?”  Everyone at the Cobscook Community Learning Center (CCLC) has 
been asking this question ever since January 2009 when its partner organization, the Cobscook Bay 
Company (CBC) moved into high gear to prepare for production.  By the spring of 2010, Cobscook 
Bay Company hopes to begin production of their chef-inspired seafood pies, all made from the re-
gion’s sustainably-harvested seafood and organically-grown Maine vegetables.  

 
Sam Hayward, award winning chef and celebrated owner of 
Fore Street Restaurant in Portland, Maine has developed four 
sensational pies, each one featuring a Maine seafood: lobster, 
crab, shrimp and scallop.   
 
The pies will be marketed with the branding statement, “Maine 
Fresh: Restoring Healthy Communities.”  This statement is at 
the heart of CBC’s work. CBC will provide dozens of jobs and a 
stable, local market for the area’s fishermen.  Not only will CBC 
make delicious, healthy pies from the region’s sustainable re-
sources, but the pies could become a vehicle to bring aware-
ness to the importance of vital fisheries and the social and eco-
nomic health of the people living and working in them. 
  

Cobscook Bay Company is owned in part by Periwinkle Holding Company, 
LLC, which has the sole purpose of supporting the CCLC and ultimately oth-
er community education initiatives.  Periwinkle owns 45% of the business 
while Phinney Fisheries, owned by John Phinney of Trescott, owns the oth-
er 55% of the company.  Phinney Fisheries is a wholesale seafood compa-
ny that buys and sells seafood from the region.  This business model is a 
unique partnership of a non-profit organization and for-profit business.  As 
part of its social mission, Cobscook Bay Company will, through this unique 
design, allocate 45% of its net profits to support CCLC programs and other 
educational ventures.  
 
The CCLC is playing a key role in Cobscook Bay Company’s development. 
The CCLC along with John Phinney, Sam Hayward and a powerful adviso-
ryteam are guiding the Cobscook Bay Company towards success in many 
areas: fiscal, social and environmental. Through social entrepreneurship, 
Cobscook Bay Company is becoming part of what may be a new, vibrant 
economy in this region of rural Maine. 

There Will Be Pie: 
A unique partnership with the promise to bring jobs to our region while  

supporting community education  
 

by Cynthia Major, Project Manager and Director of Marketing, Cobscook Bay Company  

CBC team members presented at the Juice          
Conference in Camden on November 13 to share 
their experiences of social entrepreneurship with   

conference participants.  

John Phinney, owner of  
Phinney Fisheries 
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CCLC – the movie! 
Thanks to our friend, Kevin Ross 

 

Earlier this year, the CCLC received an Arts Visibility – Good Idea grant 
from the Maine Arts Commission. The grant funded the production of a 
promotional video showcasing arts at the center. We contracted with Kevin 
Ross, a filmmaker and community arts educator from Brooksville, ME, and 
he enthusiastically accepted the challenge. Kevin spent the bulk of our 
tenth anniversary week with us on campus, captur-
ing footage and interviews. We are grateful to Kevin 
for immersing himself in this subject matter and for 
working hard for less than we know he is worth.  
 

Right now, he is busy editing and cutting together 
the final product. When it’s ready, we’re rolling out 
the red carpet and inviting everyone to a premier at 
the CCLC. The video, once completed, will serve as 
a powerful tool to promote our work in the arts and 
other areas. We will post it to the CCLC’s YouTube 
site and on our own website. In addition, we will be 
able to make copies available to folks seeking infor-
mation about our programming (including prospec-
tive artists in residence), and send it to current and 
potential funders. We look forward to expanding our publicity toolkit with 
this form of media. Watch our website or sign up for our email list to stay 
informed. 

New Foundations Join the CCLC Circle 
 

Three prestigious Maine foundations threw their support behind the CCLC’s general operations, capital 
campaign, and scholarship funds this year. The Elmina B. Sewall Foundation, based in Brunswick, gave 
the CCLC a $35,000 grant. This foundation’s mission is to support conversation of the natural environ-
ment and the well being of animals and humans, primarily in Maine. This funding will be used to support 
the CCLC’s daily operations, programs, and activities. Additionally, the Quimby Family Foundation 
stepped in with a $20,000 grant. A portion of this funding will be used for scholarships for people to ac-
cess CCLC programs, and the rest will be used to fund arts programs and general operations. The mis-
sion of the Quimby Family Foundation is to advance wilderness values and to increase access to the arts 
throughout Maine. “We believe that CCLC offers a dynamic creative outlet to a rural community that 
would not have nearly the amount of access to the arts without their presence. They are providing a high 
level service to the community with an entrepreneurial spirit,” shared the Quimby Family Trustees in a 
reflection on the grant. “The Quimby Family Foundation trustees support the work of CCLC as we share 
a similar vision to support and foster a vibrant, active, and successful arts community.” (Another trustee 
went on to say, “WOW! They really have their act together!”) The third new foundation to provide support 
was Jane’s Trust, which put forward a $200,000 to fund the construction of the new CCLC Lodge. Of this 
funding, $75,000 is a cash grant, and the remaining $125,000 will serve as a challenge grant. (See the 
Capital Campaign Committee article on p.6) “We are honored to have these three prominent Maine-
based funding sources step in to support us this year,” says Penny Guisinger, CCLC Director of Devel-
opment and Communication. “The trustees of all three foundations responded to the CCLC as an organi-
zation providing access to a wide variety of arts, alternative educational programs, and critical economic 
development opportunities in this region of Maine.” 

Compass Rose:  

Board of Directors 
Stephanie Bailey, Indian Township —  

President 
Kat Clement, Indian Township 

Gary Cook, Campobello 
Jim Miner, Machiasport 

Wayne Newell, Indian Township 
Sally Jo Rice, Pembroke — Treasurer 

Steven Rogers, Calais 
Donald Sprangers, Machias 

 

CCLC Staff 
Alan Furth, Executive Director 

Penny Guisinger, Development and           
Communications Director  

Bonnie Lyons, Custodial Services  
Pat Mallar, Financial Coordinator 
Charley Martin-Berry, Passages  

Teacher/Coordinator  
Kara McCrimmon, Educational  

Program Director 
Michelle Moores, Office Asst. & Host 

Kevin Thompson, Technology & Office    
Systems Director 

Cora Townsend, Passages Teacher 
 

National ABLE Volunteers 
Lorraine & Wayne Rice 

 

Seasonal Help 
Wesley Powell 

 
10 Commissary Point Road 

Trescott, ME  04652 

Phone: 207-733-2233 

Email:  cclc@thecclc.org 

Website: www.thecclc.org 

Kevin grabs a shot. 

We believe that CCLC offers a dynamic creative outlet to a rural community that would 
not have nearly the amount of access to the arts without their presence. They are providing 
a high level service to the community with an entrepreneurial spirit.  
 

—Quimby Family Trustees  
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Cobscook Community Learning Center 
10th Anniversary Celebration 

A Great Party — A Huge Success — A Fitting Tribute 
 

Two of the CCLC’s founders, 
Vera Francis and Rachel Bell,  

enjoy the show. 

The birthday cake. 

Youth group members  
engaged in a tribal dance. 

Students watch a pottery demon-
stration. 

Jeremy Frey demonstrates Pas-
samaquoddy basket making. 

Pinky the Pie Lady (a.k.a. Janie Small) 
auctions off desserts. 

CCLC friends participate in the public 
paddle on Whiting Bay. 

We just love Wayne & Lorraine 
Rice! 

The new sign frame is hoisted  
into place. 

Lubec’s own Laurie Jones rips 
it up on stage. 

Nobody can get enough of Mark 
Tipton’s horn. 

In October 2009, the CCLC convened a week-
long celebration of the organization’s first dec-
ade of existence. We reached out to area arti-
sans and offered a day of traditional arts on the 
campus, which was enjoyed by a number of 
school groups. We reached out to musicians 
from far and wide and enjoyed a full day of mu-
sic in the bandstand. The Lubec Masons 
worked their magic and brought food, laughter, 
and good spirits for an entire day. Community 
members joined us for group hikes, public pad-
dles, and a day of stewardship and volunteer-
ism. A course in dry stone masonry yielded a 
beautiful new base for the CCLC’s sign, and 
Tim Beal’s timber framing demonstration 
brought us a frame on which to hang it.  No 
birthday celebration would be complete without 
a cake, and we had a great big one. In fact, we 
had an entire slate of fantastic desserts during 
the celebratory dinner and dessert auction, 
which raised over $800 for our Passages pro-
gram. Over the course of the week, we recon-
nected with old friends, made new friends, en-
joyed one another’s company, and reflected on 
the journey so far and the miles to come. 
Thanks to all of you who joined us, made dona-
tions, volunteered, performed, or otherwise lent 
your energy or time to make this happen.  
 

Mark your calendars for October 2019 — 
we’ll do it all again! 

Kids try their hand at  
carding wool with Beth Roy. 

A celebration wouldn’t be complete 
without the help of the Lubec Masons. 

Tim Beal demonstrates timber framing 
to Pembroke Elementary students. 
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Local Holiday Wreaths for Sale  
 

Cora Townsend of Dennysville has been making holi-
day wreaths from local balsam fir since 1961. Her 
business, Now and Way Back When, has provided 
her with income, and has also served as an outlet for 
the many brush harvesters and wreath makers in the 
area. This year, Cora is transitioning the business into 
the capable hands of Don and Linda Farrell. Cora’s 
relatively new position as a full-time teacher in the 
Passages program at the Cobscook Community 
Learning Center has her too busy to continue making 
these beautiful, local products for much longer.  
 
Together, Cora, Don, and Linda have hatched an 
idea: a special wreath design created specifically to 
support the scholarship fund at the CCLC.  The Cob-
scook Community Learning Center Wreath is double-
sided, and sports a festive red bow, pine cones, and 
reindeer moss. It sells for $25. For each wreath sold, 
$5 will go to the CCLC’s scholarship fund. Purchase 
of these wreaths supports local businesses and alter-
native education at the same time.  
 
“The CCLC’s scholarship fund is an essential piece of 
our funding,” shares Kara McCrimmon, Director of 
Educational Programs at the CCLC. “Our programs 
are always available to local people, regardless of 

their ability to pay. 
Simultaneously, 
we are committed 
to paying instruc-
tors a fair wage 
for their work. 
Having a healthy 
scholarship fund 
makes this possi-
ble. We are very 
hopeful that peo-
ple will order 
these wreaths for 
themselves, their 

friends, and their family members near and far away.”  
 
The Cobscook Community Learning Center wreath 
can be shipped anywhere in the United States for 
$15, or they will be available for pick-up at the CCLC. 
Wreaths to be shipped will include a personalized gift 
card. Ordering deadlines are: December 10th for ship-
ping, or December 15th for pick-up. People wishing to 
order the wreaths can call the CCLC at (207) 733-
2233 or can order online at: www.thecclc.org.   

Online Art Auction 
 

Several gifted area artisans have donated items to 
the CCLC’s first-ever online auction. “We are thrilled 
to see the quality of pieces that people have come 
forward with to support the CCLC,” 
says Executive Director Alan Furth. 
“These items capture the spirit of the 
CCLC as a whole – beautiful, inten-
tional, and crafted with incredible 
heart.” Local potter Tim Christenson 
donated three pieces of pottery, deco-
rated with his signature black and 

white drawings of sea-
scapes and other nature-
inspired images. Paper-making artist 
Katie MacGregor teamed up with bead-
worker Lew Richards to create an in-
credible journal: the out-
side is decorated with intri-
cate patterns in beads and 

the pages inside are made of hand-
crafted artisan paper. Fiber artist Beth 
Roy created a pair of “peace socks” 

out of wool that 
she hand spun, 
carded, and 
dyed using all-
natural dyes. CCLC instructor 
Brenda Foley crocheted a 
large, round table covering us-

ing a classic pineapple pattern. 
Woodworker Pat Owen donated two 
large Shoji screens, made from Port 
Orford cedar and paper, that can be 

used as a room di-
vider or pocket 
doors.  
 
The auction will 
launch on eBay on 
Friday, November 27th 
and run through Sun-
day, December 6

th
. 

We’ll send a link to 
everyone who is on the CCLC’s email 
list before the auction. The link will also 
be prominently posted on the front 
page of our website—www.thecclc.org. 
All items will be shipped in time for the 
holidays. 

Two New Fundraisers Showcase Local Artists and Cottage Industries 

Sign up on our website to receive monthly E-news from the CCLC to  
stay on top of new programs, courses and events. 4 

http://www.thecclc.org/


 

 

The Community Year – The CCLC’s Newest Offering to our  
Region’s Learning Landscape 

 

The CCLC is creating an exciting new educational offering: a year-long program for high school students seeking 
something different. It started in late 2007, when a team from the CCLC met with area superintendents and other 
lead school administrators to secure support to bring the Passages program, an outstanding approved high school 
program for pregnant and parenting teens created by the Community School in Camden, to Washington County.  
The response was supportive, and today, going into 2010, Passages is flourishing now with full enrollment. 

 

In nearly every one of the meetings back in 2007, school administrators asked us about other alternative programs 
for the students who “need something else.”  We set to work developing a program to meet that need, and we are 
excited to announce that we have created a program that we believe will serve students very well.  The Community 
Year, the CCLC’s newest educational offering, is scheduled to be up and running in September 2010. We are 
working with area superintendants and with Dr. Buzz Kastuck with Maine’s School Approval Services (through the 
Department of Education) to establish the CCLC as an approved private school. This will allow us to directly serve 
students in our region who are looking for another pathway to become engaged and enthusiastic learners.    

 

The Community Year will bring up to twenty students together at the CCLC 
campus for one academic year of experiential, expedition-based education. 
Facilitated by two teacher/guides, community plays a central role in this pro-
gram. Participants explore questions around what it means to be an active 
and engaged citizen in both our local and global communities. Community will 
be our classroom in many respects, as participants travel all over the region to 
meet with and learn  from local farmers, elected officials, artists, authors, fish-
ermen, and business people.  This program will also include three expeditions 
– extended trips outside of our region to learn, firsthand, from other people 
and places. The first expedition will be a 10-day backcountry tip in northern 
Maine, and will offer an opportunity to learn outdoor leadership and natural 
history. The second expedition will take place during the month of January, as 

the group travels to the desert southwest to learn about another fascinating region of the country. Finally, a two-
week April expedition will focus on politics and participation, as the group explores how groups of people make the 
decisions that govern our societies from the local level through the international level. Augusta, New York City, and 
Washington, D.C. are intended stops on this learning trip. 

 

This program will be available to Washington County high school students (any grade) who are interested in joining 
with others to be active explorers of our world. Applications for the 2010 - 2011 school year will be available on the 
CCLC website – www.thecclc.org – or at our office. Anyone interested in finding out more about The Community 
Year is invited to contact CCLC’s program director Kara McCrimmon at 733-2233. 

Upcoming Courses and Activities at the CCLC 

To register for courses, contact the CCLC at 733-2233, or visit the website at www.thecclc.org.  
 

Herbal Skin Care 
Saturday, December 5 from 10 am - noon 
Join with herbalist Amy Zipperer to learn about locally available herbs that are healing to the skin, and make a 1.5 ounce tin of herbal 
healing salve. The course fee is between $2 and $20, with a $5 materials fee. Amy will also be teaching a course in herbs for immuni-
ty in January, and one in February about herbs for women. 
 

Punch Rug Hooking 
Two Saturdays: December 5

th
 and 12

th
  from 10 am to 2:30 pm 

In this class, fiber artist Laurie Baird will teach folks a fun and easy way to make beautiful, folk-art style rugs using a punch needle and 
wool rug yarn on a canvas of monks cloth. The course fee is from $8 - $80, and there is a materials fee of $15. 
 

Home-Made Pizza and Home-Grown Music Night 
Friday, December 11 beginning at 6 pm 
For $10 a plate (or $25 per family), enjoy hot pizzas made by CCLC staff and friends and the music of John and Terry Viselli of 

Cooper. Pizza and music nights are turning into a popular event at the CCLC. Come out for great food and fun. 
 

Passamaquoddy Beadwork 
Saturday, December 12 from 10 am to 2 pm 
Join with CCLC president and Passamaquoddy tribal member, Stephanie Bailey, for a day of making a pair of turtle earrings.  The 
course fee is between $4 and $40, and there will be a materials fee to be announced. 
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Capital Campaign Committee  
Working to Bring the CCLC Lodge to Life 

 

When you combine a vision, a mission, a record of success, 
and a vibrant, dedicated group of volunteers, you can achieve 
your dreams. The CCLC founders, a decade ago, envisioned 
a campus that included classrooms, arts studios, dining facili-
ties, a full-time staff presence, and residential capacity. At this 
moment, we sit poised and ready to complete the last piece of 
this original vision: the CCLC Lodge. The Lodge will include 
sleeping spaces for upwards of fifty people, classroom space, 
artists’ studios, and a large hall intended for gatherings, perfor-
mances, or dances. With $375,000 in hand and another 
$125,000 offered up as a challenge grant, we are off to a 
strong start, and we still have a long way to travel.  
 

A group of committed volunteers have stepped up to join the 
capital campaign committee, and it is this group that will do 

much of the lifting associated with the ultimate success of this initiative. The committee will meet often over 
the next eighteen months, and will work with CCLC staff and board members to raise 
the necessary support to complete the project. In addition to those who have joined in 
this effort, there are several other people who are still considering the invitation, and 
so we expect the final list to include a few more names.  
 
“The CCLC has provided a breadth of programming to meet the needs of a variety of 
community members.  It has based its programming on respect and learning from the 
variety of cultures of Washington County and has been open to feedback and ideas 
from the population of the county,” says committee member Janet Weston. “I see this 
capital campaign as a natural outgrowth of what already exists.  A solid base of local 
programming has been developed and it is now time to reach out to others outside of 
the county in a comprehensive manner.  Building a lodge which includes sleeping 
space as well as classrooms enables visitors from outside of Washington County to 
bring programming to us, as well as giving local people a place to get away without 
going far away.” Additionally, the CCLC has hired the services of Lisa Jepsom Wahl-
strom, who is a fundraising consultant. Lisa has assisted non-profits across the state 
with many tremendously successful projects, and we are excited to have her experi-
ence and guidance on our side.  
 
To learn more about the capital campaign, the Lodge, or the work of the committee, call Penny or Alan at the 
CCLC.   

The CCLC Lodge 

CCLC Lodge 
Campaign  
Committee 

 

Stephanie Bailey 
Doug Brown 

Sue Crawford 
Alan Furth 

Penny Guisinger 
Derek Hayes 

Ed Hennessey 
Hilda Lewis 
Dale Miller 

Norm Nelson 
Wayne Newell 

Larrain Slaymaker 
Janet Weston 
Lora Whelan 

Ongoing Activities at the CCLC 
 

To register for courses, contact the CCLC at 733-2233, or visit the website at www.thecclc.org.  
 

Strength Training: Mondays and Wednesdays mornings from 6 am—7 am 
  

Monday Night Old Time Music Jam: 2nd, 4th and 5th Mondays from 7 pm - 10 pm.  Free.  All are welcome. 
 

Monday Night Knitters: this group also meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays. Folks start to gather with projects and food 
at 5:30. All are welcome. 
  

Music Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Irish Whistle, Bagpipes - Call for details and to find out times.  
  
Pottery Lessons: Ages 12 and up. $15 for 30 minute session, $25 for 60 minute session. Scholarships available.  
  

Wednesday Fiber Arts Circle: Meets every  Wednesday from 11 am - 2 pm.  Bring a project and a lunch.  
 

Children’s Play Group: Wednesdays, 1 pm—2 pm. With a focus on literacy, this group is focused on youth ages 0—5. 
  

Second Saturday Film and Discussion Series:  Every second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm. The films are intend-
ed to highlight aspects of the world in which we all live. Current events, politics, culture, and the environment are just 
some of the topics we've examined. All are welcome to attend, though some of the topics are not always appropriate for 
young children. Visit our website to find out current film information. 
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Pledge Program 
 

We have created a pledge pro-
gram, so that people can engage 
in ongoing, monthly giving at a 
level that feels right to them. Just 
think – a monthly five dollar con-
tribution adds up to sixty dollars a 
year, and twenty dollars every 
month totals two hundred and 
forty annually. It’s an easy way to 
help ensure the long-term health 
of the CCLC without squeezing 
your budget. “We know that peo-
ple love the CCLC, and are al-
ways looking for ways to help us 
expand our programming,” says 
Penny Guisinger, the CCLC’s 
Director of Development and 
Communication. “This is a great 
way to do just that. Many people 
who can’t afford to make an an-
nual contribution of sixty or a 
hundred or more dollars all at 
once can do so by donating a few 
dollars at a time over the course 
of a year.”  To sign up, call or visit 
our website. 

eBay Giving Works Program 
 

Got any stuff lay-
ing around that 
you don’t want 
anymore? Want 
to help out the 
CCLC? List your stuff on 
eBay.com, and choose the CCLC 
as the non-profit recipient of your 
sales. It’s easy. You can choose 
to designate anywhere between 
10% and 100% of what the seller 
pays for your item to the CCLC.  
Your auction will get the special 
“Giving Works” logo next to it in 
the listings, so it stands out more, 
and attracts more buyers. And 
your listing fees will be credited to 
reflect what portion you donated. 
Call Penny at the CCLC for de-
tails. It’s a great way to help out 
while clearing out clutter! 

New Ways to Support 
the CCLC 

Gift of the Season— 
Reflections and a Request from  

CCLC’s  Executive Director, Alan Furth 
 
Last night I shut down my computer, gath-
ered up some work to take home, turned 
off the office lights and headed downstairs 
into the bustle of evening activities at the 
CCLC.  People of all ages were utilizing 
the computer room, accessing the inter-
net, doing research.  One neighbor was 
researching solar kilns for drying lumber.  
Anther is enrolled in college and was en-
gaged in one of her online classes.  Music 
sifted from the next room – sweet guitar 
licks – from a high school musician enjoying his weekly private lesson.  His 
father, next in line for a lesson, visited with other folks in the main room of 
Rice Hall, our beautiful timber frame building where all this was taking place.   
 

A young father, a fisherman, moved quietly around the room making small 
talk with the evening host while cradling his infant son. His partner is enrolled 
in Passages, the high school diploma program serving teen parents and de-
livered in Washington County through a partnership between the CCLC and 
the Community School of Camden, ME.  Passages was holding one of its 
monthly workshops in the fiber arts studio.  A community educator from the 
Mabel Wadsworth Women’s Heath Center had come up to meet with the 
Passages faculty and students and to lead a workshop on reproductive 
health.  The lobby was strewn with cloth bags overflowing with diapers and 
children’s clothing, giving an appearance very much like a locker room full of 
hockey bags.  I smiled at it all, and as I walked out the door for home, I heard 
waves of laughter rolling out from the workshop.  Things are going well.  The 
Cobscook Community Learning Center is thriving. 
 

This newsletter updates you on many of the activities taking place at the 
Center.  I hope you enjoyed reading the reflections of our 10th anniversary 
celebration, learning about developments with the Cobscook Bay Company, 
LLC, and learning about programs and campus developments for 2010.  
With this, my year end letter, I send you enormous thanks on behalf of the 
entire CCLC community, for your financial and volunteer support that has 
carried us almost all of the way through another year of organizational 
growth and program delivery.  At the same time that I offer up that most sin-
cere thanks, I need to ask you to help us make one last push to raise the 
final $15,000 we need in order to close this fiscal year in the black.  We 
are so close!   
 

Organizational health and vitality is bound to financial health.  Please make 
as generous a year end gift as you can.  The vibrancy of wonderful activity is 
only made possible because of the generous contributions that each one of 
us makes.  And, until Cobscook Bay Company pies are being sold coast to 
coast, we will need to continue to count on you to help us feed the annual 
financial fire that keeps all of this cooking.   
 

Again, on behalf of the entire CCLC community, I send you best wishes 
through the holiday season and into the New Year.   
 

Blessings and thanks to you all, 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Furth 
Executive Director 
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10 
Commissary Point Road 
Trescott , ME 04652 
 

Call for Instructors 
 

A new year is just around the corner, and we are working to create an ex-
citing slate of programs for 2010.  We work in partnership with area teach-
ers, artists and community members to create, promote and run interest-
ing and engaging programs for people of all ages at the CCLC. We are 

particularly interested in adding some new programs to the lineup. If you 
are interested in exploring the possibilities of offering a class at the CCLC, 

please call program director Kara McCrimmon to start the process. 

Down East Spring Birding Festival Moves to the CCLC 
 
Each May, the Cobscook Bay region hosts the annual Down East Spring Birding Festival, an opportunity for visitors and 
residents alike to explore the wide variety of birds, and the habitats that support them, that migrate north along the Atlan-
tic flyway and through Down East Maine. In 2007, the CCLC was approached by the festival’s or-
ganizing committee with the request that the CCLC assume administration of the festival. The 
Center stepped in, and we were pleased to help facilitate a successful sixth year of the festival. 
 
One of the reasons that we were so excited to bring the festival under the umbrella of CCLC pro-
gramming is that it is a fantastic educational program with potential to expand to include programs  
with our local schools.  We’re now planning the Seventh Annual Down East Spring Birding Festi-
val, and we’re looking at ways to grow the festival this year. This annual event will take place on 
May 28 - 31, 2010, and registration information will be available through the CCLC and on the fes-
tival website – www.downeastbirdfest.org – in January 2010. Guided bird walks, boat rides, and 
presentations will be available for advanced, intermediate, and beginning birders alike. Over two 
hundred different bird species have been spotted during the festival’s first six years. Join us and 
see how many different birds you find! 

http://www.downeastbirdfest.org/

